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amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instmctions under die PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheet(s). 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 


[X] 


n 


□ 


m 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


vm 


□ 



citations and explanations siq>porting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
27 October 2003 


Date of completion of the report 
23 July 2004 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PC BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustraiia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 


Authorized Officer 
D.R. LUM 

Telephone No. (02) 6283 2544 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover sheet) (July 1998) 



^ 

I^rIm^^ATIONALPR€^■^rARY EXAMINATION ■Ptematioiial application No. 
■ . I |PGT/AU2003/000354 

I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to die elements of the international application:* 
I I tiie international application as originally filed 

fx] the description, pages 1-8, as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 



X| the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , asamended(togetiierwithanystatement)nnder Article 19, 
pages 9, received on 10 June 2004 with the letter of 10 June 2004 
pages 10, received on 19 July 2004 with the letter of 19 July 2004 
pages 11, received on 14 July 2004 with the letter of 14 July 2004 



X| the drawings, pages 1/6 — 6/6, as originally filed, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages 5 filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder &is item. . 

These elements were av^able or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ [ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I [ contained in the international application in written form. 

I [ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in con^5uter readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that flie infomnation recorded in conoputer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. [ I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos, 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70,16 and 70 J 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-14 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-14 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-14 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and e^lanations (Rule 70.7) 



The invention as defined in claims 1-14 meet the criteria set forth in POT Article 33(2)-(4) for novelty, 
inventive step and industrial applicability. The prior art published before the priority date does not disclose an 
apparatus nor a method for the restoration of hook/loop attachment materials comprising a plurality of spaced 
apart teeth where the width of each respective tooth and the spacing apart of adjacent teeth is such that each 
respective tooth is adapted to pass together with the other tooth between adjacent hooks of the hook material, 
with each side of each tooth being immediately adjacent to the stems of each of the hooks between which it 
passes. 
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